
Minutes  
of the 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Special Education Advisory Panel 

September 22nd, 2004 
The Grove Hotel 

Boise, Idaho 
 

SEAP Members Present:  Julie Oye-Johnson, Chairperson; Melinda Lindsey; 
JoAnn Lopez-Miller, Vice-Chairperson; Melinda Lindsey; Cindy Lijewski; Linda 
Sundstrom; and Therese Clifford. 
 
SDE Present:  Russ Hammond and Bonnie Steiner-Leavitt. 
 
Julie Oye –Johnson, Chairperson, called the meeting to order.  She thanked Russ 
for leading today’s meeting. 
 
The Executive Committee divided the Panel into the following Focus Committees 
according to their choices on the form all members filled out. 
 
The following Focus Committee Chairpersons were reaffirmed and/or appointed 
by Julie. 

1. Secondary Transition – Cindy Lijewski 
2. Recruitment and Retention – Co-Chairs, Therese Clifford and Melinda 

Lindsey 
3. Parent Involvement – Linda Sundstrom 
4. No Child Left Behind/Special Education – Greg Bailey 

 
Julie asked the Committee to focus on the Guidelines and decide how to change 
the language for Page 4, B. 4 and C.3 t to bring them into alignment and satisfy the 
majority of the Panel.  The Committee discussed several options. 
 
Melinda moved that we change Page 4, B. 4 to read:  “Members are encouraged to 
appoint substitutes, send in absentee ballots, proxy ballots, participate in telephone 
conference calls or other options for participation in panel decision-making.  
Members who choose not to participate in alternative ways, forfeit their right to 
vote.”  Cindy seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 



Linda moved to change the language in Page 4, C. 4 of the operating guidelines to 
read:  “The panel will set a schedule of meeting dates the last meeting of the 
current year.  All meetings shall be open to the public.  The meetings will be 
conducted in an orderly fashion.”  JoAnn seconded the motion.  The Committee 
passed the motion unanimously. 
 
Melinda stated that she thought the Executive Committee should set some 
guidelines for the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)/Special Education Focus 
Committee.  The Committee discussed this.  Melinda stated that she would like a 
definition of “Adequate Yearly Progress” (AYP).  Melinda stated that some from 
the Bureau of Special Education should get confirmation from Dr. Marilyn 
Howard concerning exactly what she wants the Panel to do concerning No Child 
Left Behind. 
 
Russ suggested that the panel make changes to allow Panel terms to turn over 
evenly, i.e. 7-8 new persons per year.  It was noted that increasing years served on 
the panel for some members would be one way to make the yearly turn-over more 
even.  Russ also stated that the he thought the Vice-Chairperson should be 
someone who has experience on the Panel such as a past or present member of the 
Executive Committee. 
 
Julie suggested visiting other state panel websites to see what other panels do.  She 
appointed members to check the following states. 
Cindy – Wisconsin 
JoAnn – Montana 
Russ – Iowa  
Therese – South Dakota 
Julie – New Mexico 
Linda – Washington 
Melinda – Alaska 
Bonnie – Utah 
 
Melinda moved to adjourn the meeting and JoAnn seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Julie adjourned the meeting at 5:00 P.M. 
 
Respectively submitted by Bonnie Steiner-Leavitt. 
 
Bonnie Steiner-Leavitt 


